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Blakely’s  First  Woman  Burgess 
Recalls  Life  in  Underwood 


Fifty  years  have  come  and  gone  since 
the  busy  little  mining  community  called 
Underwood  ceased  to  exist,  but  for  area 
residents  who  lived  in  that  village, 
memories  of  their  life  spent  there  are 
fondly  recalled.  One  such  former  Und¬ 
erwood  resident  is  Mrs.  Clare  Parry,  204 
Lackawanna  Ave.,  Olyphant. 

Underwood  was  a. practically  self-suf¬ 
ficient  little  village  created,  naturally 
enough,  along  Underwood  Road  in 
Olyphant,  by  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co. 
in  1914.  Today,  all  that  remains  of  the 
bustling  community  are  the  company 
breaker's  smokestack  and  some  ruins  of 
building  foundations.  A  passing  motorist 
who  didn't  know  a  community  once 
existed  there  would  never  suspect  it  by 
present  appearances 

"There  were  20  double-block  houses 
there,  10  on  each  side  of  the  road.  Those 
were  for  the  miners  and  their  families," 
said  Mrs.  Parry,  who  resided  in  the 
village  for  about  25  years.  In  addition, 
eight  single  houses  for  mine  bosses  and 
their  families  were  also  provided  by  the 
coal  company,  six  along  a  road  leading  to 
the  colliery,  and  two  others  on  the  road 
toward  Throop.  Far  from  a  collection. of 
sad,  little  hovels  in  which  miners  and 
their  dependants  lived  at  the  brink  of 
poverty,  Underwood  was  a  model 
company  community.  "The  homes  were 
beautiful,  with  six  rooms  on  each  side  of 
the  double  blocks.  The  rent  was  $15  a 
month,  and  that  included  utilities,"  Mrs. 
Parry  said  of  the  two-story  houses  which 
were  repainted  every  two  years  by  the 
company.  Garages  for  company  emplo¬ 
yees'  cars  were  constructed  on  the 
backyards  of  many  homes. 

There  was  a  school  for  first  through 
sixth  grade  students  on  the  site,  staffed 
by  Miss  Alice  Sweeny  and  other 
Olyphant  School  District  teachers,.  Mrs. 
Parry  recalled,  while  students  in  the 


junior  and  senior  high  school  grades 
either  walked  or  were  bussed  down  to 
the  former  high  school  on  Susquehanna 
Avenue,  Olyphant. . 

The  Underwood  School  was  housed  in 
part  of  the  village  community  center, 
where  nondenominational  church  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  each  Sunday  by  Rev. 
Hanton  of  the  Throop  Methodist  Church. 
The  village  also  had  its  own  dance  hall,  a 
library,  and  a  two-lane  bowling  alley 
where,  as  a  teeanger,  Mrs.  Parry  served 
as  a  "pin  girl."  In  addition,  there  was  a 
general  store  operated  by  Peter  Ciampi- 
cini,  which  included  a  substation  of  the 
Olyphant  Post  Office  where  village 
residents  picked  up  their  mail.  Mrs. 
Parry  worked  at  that  store  and  later  at 
Newberry's,  a  spot  now  housing  the 
Regal  Room,  Olyphant.  The  village  also 
had  a  playground  and  a  baseball  field. 

Among  the  families  Mrs.  Parry  recalls 
living  at  the  village  were  the  Ciampici- 
rlis,  the  Newmans,  Bums,  Bodens, 
Shottens,  Atkinsons,  Litvons,  Walkers, 
Elvidges,  Lightners,  Powells,  Dicks, 
Logans,  Baldersons,  Coates  and  Basaly- 
gas. 

By  about  1936,  most  of  Underwood's 
46  families  had  moved  away  since  coal 
vems  were  becoming  depleted  and 
mining  jobs  gradually  ended."  Mrs. 
Parry,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Browning,  was  born  in  Olyphant's  Fern 
Hill  section  in  a  home  near  the  Whitbeck 
farm  located  a  few  blocks  from  the  old 
Columbus  School  on  E.  Scott  Street. 
When  she  was  three  years  old,  the 
Brownings  moved  to  Underwood. 

In  1934,  Miss  Clare  Browning  became 
the  bride  of  Evan  Parry,  Blakely,  who 
worked  as  a  butcher  at  Ralph  Fritz's 
Store,  located  in  the  spot  that  was  most 
recently  home  to  Lena  and  Mary  Crotti's 
grocery  store  on  Lackawanna  Avenue, 


Olyphant.  Mr.  Parry  later  opened  a 
restaurant  and  bowling  alley  at  the 
comer  of  W  Lackawanna  and  Main 
Avenue,  Blakely,  and  a  grocery  store  on 
Third  Street,  Blakely,  in  a  spot  now 
occupied  by  E.T.  Davies  Associates. 

Mr.  Parry  was  elected  burgess  of 
Blakely  in  1954,  and  died  in  1959  during 
his  second  term.  Mrs.  Parry  was 
appointed  to  serve  out  her  husband's 
term  which  ended  in  1962,  and  thus 
became  Blakely  Borough's  first,  and  so 
far,  its  only  woman  mayor.  Following  her 
husband's  death,  Mrs.  Parry  operated 
their  grocery  store  alone  until  retiring  in 
1976.  She  and  Mr.  Parry  were  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Gloria  Jean, 
now  Mrs.  James  Murphy,  Endicott, 
N.Y.,  and  Joseph  Parry,  Dallas,  Texas 
Mrs.  Parry  also  has  seven  grandchildren 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Calvinist  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  Olyphant. 


